
L I B R A R Y 
USA. CGSC FT. LEAVENWORTH, KS 



/> 

',• « * * *• V 
£~ '"* t i l

1 f - , 

Z 
L I B R A R Y 

USA CGSC FT LEAVENWORTH KAN 

. ;••:."•• 2 G 1 9 6 6 

ACCESSION NO 
PO REGISTR 

ENGLISH COPY 

PARTISAN WARFARE IN CROATIA 

Project ^> 41 

DEPAftV.V:£-:T 0? TKE A.n':Y
 

OFFICE Or TiJE CI-iMEF 07 MILITARY HISTORY

WASHINGTON 25, D. C,
 

HISTORICAL DIVISION EUROPEAN COMMAND 

OPERATIONAL HISTORY BRANCH 



MS # P-055b 

Karl GAISSER August 1950 
Colonel i n the Wuerttemberg 
P o l i c e Force 

P r o j e c t // 41b 

"PARTISAN WAHPAKB IN CROATIA" 

T r a n s l a t o r s L. SCHAEi-'ER 
E d i t o r : H. HESITMAH 
lie viewer : Capt i i .K. UUFFORD 

HI3T0HICAL DIVISION
 
SUflOPEAM COMMAND
 



U3 f ?-©55b 

Index oontainod In the German oopy. 



MS # P-055b
 

The Author
 

Karl 0AIS3ER
 
Major*

itorn 17 Mar 1880
 

Ludv/igoburg,

V/uerttemberg.
 

Karl GAINER f irat Joined the Array In

1900 us a second lieutenant rif-field artillery.

In 1899 ho underwent training at the Command

and Staff School, Enters, and in 1907-08
 
studied Oriental languages at tho University

of itorlin in preparation for a career in tho

colonial sorvicos. in 1908 he was transferred
 
to the Reich Colonial Offloo and sent to tho
 
Protectorate of Togoland, a Herman colony

whloh was later lnoorpornt«d into Fronoh Equa
tor! ,al". Africa, from which he v/ac transferred

to the Cameroons, also incorporated into French

Equatorial Africa after World War I. In Novem
ber 1914 GA133ER wao taken prisoner by the bri
tiah and sent to England, where ho remained un
til sent to Switzerland In November 1917* He
 
remained Interned In Switzerland until July

1918, whan he was released and returned to Ger
many •
 

From 1920-33 QAI33ER oorvad in the Wuort
tember/j Police Force, In 1933 ho resigned hia

poaition and emigrated to Brazil. There he
 
aotod aa honorary-oonsul from 1956 to 1942 and

was then repatriated to Germany together with

other Gorman diplomats, in the same year ho

was placed in charge of tho Police Training Cen
ter, Oranienburg, berlin, whore he trained poli
ce officers and NCOf& for foreign servioe*
 

From June 1943 to Deoembor 1943 GAI33ER was
 
in command of the Regular Police in Croatia,
 
Yugoslavia, with headquarters at Zagreb, and at
 
the same time served as advisor to tho Croatian
 
Military Police School at bjelovar. Early in
 
1945 he was sent to the tl on alck leavo. he
 
was discharged from the service in Uaroa of the
 
same year*
 

Last rank was Colonel of the Polioe Foroe.
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CLOSSAKt 

Organization

Reiohafuehrer S3 Hiraraler

Sioherheitshauptanit 

3D or Sloharhal t i td lenst 
der S3 

Httuptamt Ordnungspolizai 

Sohutzpollsel 

Organization

Sefehlshaber des RFSS in 
Kroatlen 

Befehlshaber des Sioharhaltf
dlenstas 

Befehlshaber dar Ordnunga* 
polizei 

 In Ber l in 

 Reich Commandor of tho S3* 

National Department of Seourity •
 
Office of t he Holoh Commander,
 
33 Political Polioe•
 

Seourity Servioa of the 33 
executive organ of the National
 
Department of Security and the
 
Agencies controlled by it*
 

National Department of the
 
iiegular Police - The central
 
office for al l affairs of tho
 
uniformed police. It was under
 
the Jurisdiction of tho Ministry
 
ot ths Interior and the He ion
 
Commander of the 3S«
 

Protective Police - Included the
 
Muniolpal, the Rural, the Water
ways and the fc'lre Proteotion
 
Police.
 

 in Croatia 

The Representative in Croatia
 
of the Reich Commander of the 33
Major General of the 33 (33 Orup
penfuehrer) Kammarhofar.
 

Commander of the Security Service
 
in Croatia*
 

Commander of the Qerraan Regular 
!Polioe in Croatia - later re*

designated the German-Croatian 
police# This post Initially was 
hejld by a oolonal of polioe but who 
was later up-graded to. a bri
gadier general of police• 
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Croatian Organization
 

Poglavnik Leader, the honorary title of Ante Pavelio,
 
the head of the Croatian State.
 

Ustaaha A nationalistic Croatian party of exilea,
 
which had its headquarters in Italy during
 
the Yugoslavian regime* Its organisation
 
resembled that of the National Socialist
 
Party in Germany,
 

Qeoflraphloal Terma
 

gora or gorje mountain range

planje mountain plateau

grad city

nail small
 
veliki large

dolje lower
 
novi now
 

REGIONAL ORGANIZATION
 

There were four districtst Zagreb, iianja Luka, Osijek and
 
Sarajevo*
 

Each d i s tr i c t was controlled by a District Commander (of Zagreb, 
e tc*) , who was an Sf> officer with military rank equivalent to 
that of oolonel or brigadier general. There were also within 
eaoh d is tr ic t a oomraander of the Security Service and a com
mander of the German-Croatian pol ice . 

Special detaohmdnta of the Seourlty Service, which were execu
tive agencies of the Seourlty Service consisting of several 
interrogation groups with corresponding auxiliary units , wert 
stationed In a l l larger o i t i d s . 
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S3 and Police Rogimenta - partly or fully motorized oombat 
unita of the Protective Police were activated by the National 
Department of the Regular Police (German) for oombat missions, 
usually behind the front* They were assigned to occupied 
territories according to need. 

33 Divisions, which wore oombat units activated by the National 
Department of-Seourity (Gorman) for oombat sorvlce at the 
front* The Reion Commander of the S3 had a deciding voice as 
to their employment* 

RULES OP PRONUNCIATION 

0 Topolovao - Topolovatz t z , Bihao - liihatoh, favelio - Pavelitoh 0 tsoh. 
s h , Sestlne - Sheahtine, Nasioe - Nanhitze 

z Kriz - Krish (at end of word) 
- dj. OJurgJevao - Djurdjevatz. 
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l^oreword by General Franz 1ULUER. former Chief of
 

German Army Qonerul Staff
 

This la a particularly valuable raanuaoript. Besides
 

preoenting vary Informative examples of partisan warfare,
 

which are illustrated with excellent sketched, it provides
 

a good insight into the terrorist methods by meana of which
 

a disciplined partisan organization oould force into lta ser

vice an inherently peaceful and anti-partisan rural popula

tion, as well as the system and methods of oommand of organized
 

partisan bands* It also shows, however, that the partisan
 

threat oar: only bo countered by systematic combat conducted
 

with adequate forces, and not by half-mousuros and improvl

sationo. sufficiently oomprohenaive, systematic preventive
 

measures, if taken in time, can nip in the bud all attempts
 

to build up a partisan movement and avoid later expenditure
 

of effort and painful sacrificea. Effective propaganda among
 

the population of a region threatened by partisans plays an
 

essential part An such preventive measures*
 

/s/ Franz HALDER
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Koenigsteln/Taunua, 19 September 1950 

Introduction by General liana von
 

The first section of the manuscript deals with the
 

situation in Croatia as well as the military and political
 

organization of the partisans and of the German occupation
 

foroes from 1942 on.
 

The second section contains taotioal examples of parti

san warfare presented in the form of separate narrations, in
 

each of which the Gorman and eneny measures and, where suitab
 

le, the praotloal knowledge gained thereby are sot forth*
 

In a short concluding chapter the principal inferences
 

that oan be drawn and lessons that can be learned are again
 

summarized• The essay is naturally not an exhaustive de

scription of the military history of guerilla warfare in
 

Croatia;' reliable dooumonts and maps are lacking for this
 

purpose. It ifl based solely on the author1a reoonotruotlon
 

from memory of reports and memoranda written on the basis of
 

aotual experience which he submitted at the time under dis

cussion to the central headquarters of the Regular Police at
 

Berlin for training purposes, and confines itself to describ

ing the nature of the partisan war in Croatia between June
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1943 and October 1944.
 

The partisan movement in Croatia deserves special
 

notioe beoause it developed from different motives and
 

therefore often took on other forms than did the guerilla
 

warfare in liuasia or in the Serbo-Oraeco-Maoedonlan region
 

of the Balkans.
 

In Croatia, we have to do with a nutional structure,
 

newly created after the collapse of Yugoslavia, u state
 

which was initially more or less under Italian, but later
 

completely under German influenoe. After all is said and
 

done, it was an allied state, the administration and police
 

organs of which, though precariously established, were auto

nomous, and the population of which was by no means uniform
 

in its views. In all other theaters of war where the Oerman
 

Wehrraaoht oame into contact with partisans, the Wehrmaoht was
 

in enemy territory and had to aoaume a corresponding attitude.
 

The author, Polioe Colonel Karl 0AI3SKR, was assigned to
 

the oommander of the regular polioe in Croatia from June 1943
 

to November 1944 and, after an Indoctrination period of three
 

months, was put at the disposal of the Croatian rural polioe
 

as an adviser. He personally participated in some of the
 

actions described.
 

During his.storm as oommander of the Polioe Sohool for
 

Service Abroad*, Oranienburg, the author had already oooupied
 

• Polltfolaohule fuer Auslandsverwendung.
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hiraaelf with anti-partisan warfare. At this school he had
 

dlreoted two courses, in each of which twenty-five to thirty*
 

five police officers and 400-500 aer&eanta (v.'aohtme later) re

ceived training, who were subsequently assigned to police
 

units in the East, the Balkans and in Africa.
 

Besides this, the author has had abundant practical
 

experience in military police service abroad, having served
 

for four years as a district commander in the former German
 

protectorate of Togoland. and with tho German Army in the
 

Cameroons during World War I, after which he spent nine
 

years in the Interior of Brazil.
 

/a/ von
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THE SITUATION IN CROATIA AFTER 1942
 

(Sue Sketch 1)
 

After the defeat of Yugoslavia on 17 April 1941,
 

Croatia at first came into the Italian sphere of influence$
 

Italy being interested primarily in the ooaat of Dalmatia
 

and the Islands off that ooaat* In the spring of 1945, Italy
 

gave up her predominant position in Croatia, transferring
 

this area to German supervision but rotoining her sphere of
 

influenoe on the Dalmatian ooaat. After the defeotion of
 

Badoglio, in September 1943, the Italian units and staffs in
 

Croatia whioh had not been previously disbanded were taken
 

into German custody*
 

The Italian measures to secure the country against
 

guerillas wore inadequate* The will, and perhaps even the
 

necessary foroes, to oombat the guerilla threat effectively
 

were laoking* From Croatia came the roproaoh that the Italians
 

were intentionally lukewarm in this struggle against the
 

guerillas in order that they might have a reason to maintain
 

the occupation of the "autonomous" state of Croatia, whioh
 

meanwhile had been recognized as an ally, and thus prove the
 

necessity of their continued presence in the Balkans.
 

The hastily established Croatian atate admittedly had
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quickly covered the land with a net of administrative offices
 

and police stations oopled from the Italian model, but mili

tary units capable of being uciea in oombat oame into creation
 

only gradually. iJince the administration was directed by the
 

Utstaaha, which was highly, disliked in the country and was
 

supported at most by one-centh of the population, and slnoa
 

the Ustasha considered its prime mission to be the suppression
 

of its political opponents within the Croatian towna, the
 

guerilla bands forming in mountain nests were not.seriously
 

threatened but could work at their organization and systemati

cally extend the.areas under their oontrol.
 

When the German police took over the protection of the
 

country in the spring of 1943, the partisans controlled the
 

Bosnian Karat to the line SlunJ - Bihao - Kljuo - Oorika
 

Vakuf, and north of the Save river the ridges of the bllo
 

gora and of the Papuk, the heart of the Fruska gora and
 

smaller border regions. fioads close to these areas could on

ly be used under protection of an escort* From 1944 on,
 

Tito's partisans received their supplies from the Allies in
 

increasing measure by air drop and by sea. With the fail of
 

Belgrade In the autumn of 1944, the front reached Croatian
 

territory.
 

The Croatian population at first had welcomed German in

tervention, since they expected therefrom more effeotive pro
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teotion than the Italians had vouchsafed them against the
 

fii^llftting partisan aotivity. The more evident it become that
 

the initiative was passing to the partisans, in oonoe^uonoe
 

of German weakness, the greater were the numbers that went
 

over to the partisans* In the summer of 1944, ©von university
 

students from Zagreb served for months in nearby partisan
 

territory while allegedly spending the vacation with country
 

relatives* The desire to seak favor with the Tito party
 

against the event of a German defeat gradually seized the
 

entire upper strata of the Croatian bourgeoisie, whose guiding
 

prinoiple was to avert or at least to limit the destruction of
 

Croatian property*
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PAKTittAN OiiOAMkiATIOM Us 

Sketch
 

A partisan group, the Chotniks, had foraod In S 
« 

territory from dispersed elements of the former Yugoslavian
 

Army. The Italian compandors did not fight it energetically,
 

and there were even several instancea of mutual toleration*
 

At the defection of Badoglio, toleration developed into open
 

support of the Chetnika through the sale of weapons* In
 

Bosnia, the Chatnika were alao on South Croatian soil* In
 

the beginning thoy were treated *foraoaringly.
 

Independent of this group and in open opposition to it
 

because of its encroachment on Croatian territory, a Croatian
 

partisan group had developed under the leadership of Josip
 

Bros, alias Tito, a Croat educated in Moscow. In a short
 

time, this £roup had placed itself in sole possession of the
 

(Jrmeo mountain region and from there proceeded to organize
 

the partisan movement In Bosnia and Dalmatia and on both sides
 

of the Save river*
 

The objectives of the partisan movement ware separated
 

Into clearly defined phases* First efforts were directed at
 

establishing areas in the moat remote forest and mountain
 

regions in which the partisans could build up their organisat

ion without interference* ' ?he next phase was the expansion
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of tUoflo aroaa. More and more village*! wore drawn Into the
 

partisan-controlled area, so that the partisans could live
 

off thorn and alao to prevent manpower and provisions from
 

aiding the German war effort. As a reault, recruiting for
 

Oerman unite and the provisioning of those unita and the
 

Croatian territory protected by them ropidly beoamo moro and
 

more difficult. The objectives which have boen outlined above
 

If id to combat against all German and Croatian forces committed
 

for partisan warfare. The tactical principle followed by
 

the partisans was to retreat whenever the enemy was superior
 

in strength, even if this meant that temporarily they had to
 

abandon tholr principal hiding pluooa.
 

After the autumn of 1945, the initiative passed into
 

the hands Of the partisans. Gorman and Croatian protective
 

units wora attacked in increasing measure, and the partisan
 

sphere of influence was extended to the vicinity of the larger
 

cities and tho principal lines of communications, which were
 

proteoted by the Vvehrmaoht. The all-out attack on thess vital
 

lines was the last phase. In its timing, it colnolded with
 

the retirement of the front line of battla to Croatia in the
 

autumn of 1944* The inclusion of this line of battle in the
 

partisan territory concluded the war of extermination
 

the foreign invader.
 

In aooordanoo with the objeotivea already stated, the
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partlsan organization was aotive in the following thren>
 

fields!
 

1. The administration of the area dominated by partisans.
 

2* The formation, in regions not yet dominated, of an
 

underground net, which assumed functional duties when the
 

region was drawn into the partisan controlled area*
 

3. The activation and maintenance of combat unita in
 

the partisan-held area, and the employment of these units
 

outside this area*
 

Ad 1. Administrative agenoies, which took Croatian
 

characteristics into consideration but wore modelled on the
 

Russian original, were sot up in all areas in which the parti

sans had complete control. These bodies were run by political
 

ooramisaara, and, besides satisfying the need of the partisans
 

themselves, their funotlon was to care for the poorer sect

ions of the population at the expense of the more well-to-do*
 

In the primary phase, they also had the function of local
 

headquarters* Communiat-Titoiat propaganda was immediately
 

disseminated* Walls and the sides of houses were plastered
 

with suitable posters*
 

Ad 2. The deve loperant of an underground net in any
 

region was always preoeded by the establishment of hideaways
 

in the highest and most ln&ocofislbiG parts of wooded mountain
 

ranges* From auoh a hideout, recruiters scoured the vicinity
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far and wide, sought out seoret collaborator and pledged
 

them to help the partisans*
 

The first objeota of attack were the smallest settle

ments, those whioh were situated far up at the heads of the
 

, highest valleys* In effect, the plan of operations was al

ways the same* About midnight, sane village outside the
 

partisans area would be surrounded* The village streets
 

would be. secured by patrols and the delivery of provisions
 

and stores demanded* Through the windows of the houses was
 

passed the command, "Make no noise* Come to the door*11 Then,
 
11 In an hour we shall take a ham, five loaves of bread, a
 

kilogram of butter, twenty eggs, a wicker-bottle of wine
 

and a sheet." Latar the requisitions were extended to all
 

sorts of neoesoary articles, inoluding building materials
 

and manpower. Carefully prepared lists wero drown up for
 

the collections by seoret party members* The loaders on the
 

spot were always party members from other villages, so that
 

the party members of the same village would not be revealed*
 

Contributions were levied only from wo11-to-do people, and
 

no more was requisitioned than the group oould carry away
 

immediately* After the booty had been oollected, after three
 

or four hours at the most, the whole band disappeared noise

lessly frqm the village* Resistance was impossible and was
 

not attempted* In most cases not even a report of the indident
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reached the proper Croatian authorities, if the general
 

situation permitted, the village which hud bo*n tamed in
 

this manner was then incorporated into partisan territory.
 

Ad 3. ' The mobilo combat unit of the partisan was the
 

battalion, about 300—1U0 strong. As a rule, such small for

mat iono also were called brigades. Later, divlslona and
 

corps also appeared, but these designations hardly aiaed
 

in determining their combat atron^th.
 

The training vvua very severe, and iron discipline was
 

enforced. Unconditional obodiehce was demanded, and punish

ment was determined by a group of comrades designated by the
 

leader* A shot through tho back of the neck was no unusual
 

punishment for oowardloe and traitor!am. The execution was
 

oarried out before the assembled unit by the one next in lint
 

to the offondar.
 

Equipment wasi as simple as oan be imagined, consisting
 

of a civilian suit with or without insignia, a ^un and
 

ammunition. The men went barefoot or wore opanlcen. sandal

llko uorblan footwear* They slept on the bare ground and
 

in the op on when no huts v/oro available. Besides their own
 

equipment, the men had also to carry the necessary supplies.
 

Organic combat trains appeared only in the later, mor* de

veloped stages. Natives, including women, and prisoners of
 

war were used as carriers.
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Oroat value was placed upon ability In night marohing.
 

Uarohes or forty kilometers per night for several nights in
 

succession, along paths and with full loads, were the normal
 

performance required of a battalion. In this way the trans

fer of a unit from the Bosnian mountains to the massif north
 

of w  e Save wua possible in two or three nights* The routes
 

were carefully raoonnoitored. On principle, only footpaths
 

and hunting or sheep trails were used* The detachments
 

marched in single file, avoiding villages. From sector to
 

sector the commanders located the local underground, which
 

had been reported by couriers* Main communication lines
 

were crossed vertically and whonover possible at night, with
 

special security measuros and in out-of-the-way places, while
 

streams wore forded in the most remote spots. The day's rest
 

then followed, deep In the woods or in some partisan village.
 

Tho Bosnian mountains offered extensive protection but
 

little chance for collecting provisions, and so the first re

cognizable operational objeotive of the partisans was to
 

procure food for the men concentrated there. Brigades, In
 

battalion strongth, wore slipped out of this region into the
 

region north of the Save. There they fattened themselves for
 

t'iree weeks on requisitioned food and then, heavily loaded
 

with provisions, were rotated with new brigades, which brought
 

with them ammunition as well as medical and toohnioal supplies*
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Sinoe no effeotiva oountemeasure a wero taken againat these
 

developments, exceptionally capable partisan combat units "
 

and extensive partisan areas developed in the manner desoribed
 

above. Special features of combat;training were firing
 

discipline, exploitation of forest, bush and other terrain
 

cover, quick movements, carefully contrived assaults and
 

noiseless disengagement from the enemy* The dispersion of
 

entire units, filtration through enemy lines and the art of
 

remaining in individual concealment while the enemy forces
 

passed, in order then to re-assemble at some distant meeting
 

point, were forms of movement that were completely mastered*
 



MS # P-055b - 1 5 . 

GERMAN ORGANISATION AND HATTLE COMMAND 
(See Sketch 1) 

The f o l l o w i n g Oernfin agenoloa w e r e . i n Zagreb i n the 

summer of 1943: 

The German g e n e r a l a c c r e d i t e d t o the Croat ian 

Government, General von Gla iae -Horatenau . 

The a c c r e d i t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the l ie loh Commander 

of the 3 S , Major General of the S3 Kammerhofar* 

The German ambassador, Major General of the &A Kaaohe. 

Eaoh reoeived his instructions from a different off ice, von 

Glalse-Uoratenau from the Wehrraaoht High Command, Kamraerhofer 

from the National Department of Jieourity*, which was controlled 

by Uimmler, and Kasche from the Foreign Office, controlled by 

von ftibbentrop. The autonomous state of Croatia had i t s own 

war department, and the Croatian rural and regular police were 

under the authority of the Department of tho Interior. Both 

departments reoeived detailed instructions from Ante Pawelio, 

the clever and versatile Poglavnik, or Chief of State, a 

Croatian nationalist who maintained an attitude of r^uevv 

toward Italy and who was pro-German and anti-iSerbian. The 

collaboration of those four groups revolved around a division 

of duties , each group endeavoring to avoid responsibility tbr 

the most unpleasant tasks. 

« ttichorheltahauptamt
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The principle reaponsibility of tho Wehrmaoht* was the
 

prateotifcn of the Cilly. - Zagreb - Belgrade railway line,
 

which was the major supply line to Greece. Of secondary Im

portance were the branch lines Zagreb - Ogulln - Suaak and
 

Brod - Sarajevo - Moatar - L)ubrovnik and Vinkovoi - Osijek*
 

Only territorial reserves*** and training units were permanently
 

assigned, combat troops being assigned temporarily according
 

to requirements*
 

The actual mission of combatting the partisans was the
 

responsibility of the German-Croatian polioe, an assignment
 

which they shared with the Croatian State* The organization
 

of the German-Croatian police war baaed upon Croatian pro*
 

vlnolal and county divisions* It was divided into a security
 

service and a uniformed regular police foroe* The representati

ve of the lie ion Commander of tho 33 was supported by the com

mander a of the security servloe and of the regular police*
 

Four districts were established, each with a district command"
 

ing officer, with headquarters in Zagreb, iianja Luka, Osijek
 

and Sarajevo* Bihao was intended to be A fifth district, but
 

it fell into the hands of the partisans before its organization
 

was oompleted* The distriot oommandor in eaoh diatrlot was
 

•	 Herman Armed Forces.
 
*#	 Landsturm I and 11, trained and untrained reserves over
 

forty-five years of age*
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a senior S3 offioer with the rank of S3 brigadier general
 

, (flrlgadefuehrer), who actually had full oommand authority
 

within his zone and waa responsible for all operations. Com

manding officers of both the security servioo and the regular
 

polica aerved under him. Initially these posts were held by
 

officers with the rank of major or lieutenant oolonel, but
 

later the rank waa raised to that of colonel*
 

The security service supervised political developments
 

in the country, its principal duties were the collection of
 

reports and the prosecution of political opponents* Its exe

cutive agencies consisted of several Interrogation groups.
 
1 Its personnel were national and ethnic* Germans. The regular
 

polioe organized combat troops, oarried out security and com

bat instructions and provided protection for the operations
 

of the Security Service* It was led by. Herman gendarme or
 

police officers, and eaph company contained six to eight Ger

man gendarme or police teohnioal sergeants ^7aohtraelater/, with
 

Croatian enlisted men* Croats who had received appropriate
 

training in the Yugoslavian service oould also serve as offlotri
 

and non-commissioned offloors*
 

The Croats were good fighters and knew the oountry, and
 

acme of them had received military training* Interpreters
 

ohosen from among the ethnic Germans maintained liaison with
 

VolkscToutsoho - Foreign nationals of German extraction*
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the Croatian personnel* Each squad was supposed to have an in

terpreter, but ofton a platoon had only one or two* All Croats
 

who served as officers oould apeak German* As a rule the Ger

man officers and non-comniaaioned offio&rs oame directly from
 

the gendarme and police servloes In Germany* Their training
 

for partisan combat consisted ot servloe with the Army in
 

World War I, a throe or four month training course at a gen

darme or police school and the exercise of their occupation
 

In the ZI or in occupied territories* The oampany coriandera
 

and the non-oommlssloned officers were very often over-age*
 

The formation of the units progressed step by step, and
 

replacements were continuously fed to the headquarters* The
 

desire to adapt themselves to the Croatian administrative
 

organisation resulted in headquarters1 funnellng the replace

ments that oame to them right on to the larger county centers*
 

There oompanles were formed for training and to augment the
 

combat strength of the looal Croatian gendarme posts, whom they
 

Were to support In combatting the partisans in the oounty sone*
 

Posts in platoon strength wore placed in endangered villages
 

by the oompanies*
 

A larger county town oould be describe^ somewhat as
 

follows* The administration was handled by the Croatian
 

prefeot, who was supported by a, bodyguard of Uataahaa as well
 

as by a Croatian gendarme station of from twenty to forty
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raon. These latter performed police duties in muoh the same
 

way as the Italian Carublnleri. Physically separated from
 

them, o German-Croatian polico company^ under the oommand of
 

& district first or second lieutenant, won quartered in a
 

oohoolhouoe, brewery or some such building, which wan proteoted
 

by barbed wire and window barricades. It served primarily aa a
 

training center* Around the polico barracks', the, dally life
 

In the olty of 0,000-10,000 inhabitants proceeded as it had
 

in peaoetirae.
 

The equipment of the police companies was at first very
 

primitive* It consisted chiefly of captured long French
 

rifles, one or two light machine guns,and some submachine
 

guns* All means of transportation, including field kitchens,
 

had to be improvised. The most that oould bo reasonably ox

pected of suoh a company was the protection of its own center
 

and of areas within a radius of twenty kilometers* The quality
 

of its training depended in decisive measure on the training
 

and military, proficiency of the post commander, who had to
 

feel his way carefully in working out his line of action*
 

Supervision and guidance by the responsible commander of the
 

regular police was limited to general directions and occasional
 

short inspection tours. After the defection of Badogllo, which
 

made possible the seising of Italian atooks, the equipment
 

situation improved*
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All outpost units of company strength or less were
 

weloome targets for partisan attacks, and many men wore lost
 

in suoh attacks* They ware the ones that bore the brunt of
 

Himler's order that under no oiroumstanoea was any position
 

to be given up without his express permission. The permission
 

never arrived at the right time*
 

It was only after numerous reports had been sent in that
 

Berlin recognized the necessity to activate combat troops in
 

regiments and much time passed before these regiments wore
 

ready for action. Once the front line of battle reached
 

Croatian soil they had to be moved into action there, but
 

during the training phase they played an effeotlve part in
 

resisting local partisan pressure in the localities where they
 

were stationed*
 

The Croatian state had two organizations Intended for
 

anti-partisan combat, namely, the Croatian Army and the Cro

atian rural polloe* The Croatian Army, at first with Italian
 

and later with German support, activated regiments of the
 

mountain Infantry type, which fought at endangered points with
 

laudable aggressiveness in spite of Inadequate equipment* They
 

wore used primarily in Bosnia and Dalmatic, and from 1044 onward
 

oombat divisions were trained on German troop training grounds
 

and then sent .to the front.* The Croatian rural police manned
 

smaller gendarme posts, spread out over the county. The personnel,
 

the majority of whoa had been taken over from the Yugoslavian
 



MS // P-0f>5b , -21

area and trained by experienced gendarme officers of Imperial
 

Austrian mintage, had a wide knowledge of the region and its
 

people, wore truatod by them and were efficient. They gave
 

the Qeman-Croatian police units valuable assistance during
 

operations* Beyond that, howovor, the posts, as exoecutive
 

instruments of the Croatian government, wore tied to their
 

own area. As far .as the Croatian police in the larger olties
 

were concerned, thore wan no question of using them in combat
 

against the partisans*
 

The Uatasha, the politioal party of the Poglavnik, also
 

activated oombat forces, of which small units devoted themselves,
 

in a manner similar to the German seourity service, to con

bap ting their Yugoslavian opponents, an action which did not'
 

increase the popularity of the ruling party. In 1944, firat- .
 

.one and then two divisions were activated as an elite guard,
 

the bodyguard of the Po^lavnik. These units performed well
 

in anti-partisan action in the Zagreb - Varazdln - Koprivnioa 

fl,jelovar region.
 

After the summer of 1945, the battle command against the
 

partisans was in the hands of the representative of the Roioh
 

Commander of the SS, who then co-ordinated the measures of the
 

Croatian government with his own aims, while adapting those
 

alma to the limits drawn by the Armeegruppe* in Belgrade.
 

« headquarters of the reinforoed German army stationed in
 
Yugoslavia*
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Air foroca appeared only in isolated cases in 1943. The
 

airport in Zagreb waa under tierman and Croatian administration
 

and served aa a trunsit. field and Tor passenger trafflo* One
 

solitary Fieaelor Storoho waa available to the i»3 representative
 

in 1943, and not until the following spring was there assigned
 

to Zagreb a snail bombardment wing, which, among other things.
 

Joined in tho fighting around i3anja Luka«
 

In the beginning, the security of tho Adriatic was Italy's
 

responsibility* After Italy's defection in 1943, the patroll

ing of the coast was organized from Trieste by the Gormans,
 

but ammunition and supplies could not be provonted from reach

ing the partisans.
 

German liaison plane.
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•TACTICAL EXAMPLES tfHOM THE	 PARTISAN WAS 
Sketch 2) ! ' 

Combing the Bl lo Gora and the Papuk, <3-18 July 1943 

The Situation
 

The realization that something decisive had to be done
 

to hinder the establishment of guerilla bands In the wooded
 

mountain ranges north of the Save led to a major drive In
 

July 1943 against the Bllo gora and the Papuk, an attack
 

which was planned and executed by the Wehrmaoht. A regiment
 

of the partially motorized 100th Light Infantry Division was
 

made available on short notice by the Wehrmaoht High Command
 

for this purpose* A training battalion of the Wehrmacht
 

from BJelovar and one from Brod. also participated in the
 

operation, as well as several Croatian Army units, operational
 

units of the security service,German-Croatian police companies
 

from the districts of Zagreb and Osijek and Croatian gendarme
 

unit8.
 

The territory held by the partisans extended from Mosti,
 

fifteen kilometers south of Koprivnica, in a southeasterly
 

direction over the forest slopes of the Bilo gora to the Papuk
 

mountain"range, which was regarded as its oenter. Several
 

partisan brigades which were fit. for combat had been reported
 

in the Papuk• The Moslavacka gora and the PsunJ were outlying
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partisan bases. Tho railway linoa Zagreb - Urod - Belgrade
 

and Vlnkovol - Osijek were In operation* Partisan under

ground activity was to be expeoted in greater or lesser de

gree in the whole region adjoining the partisan oontrolled
 

areas*
 

The Objeotlvfl
 

To oleor tho Bilo gora and the Papuk of guerilla bands.
 

Command
 

The commander of the 100th Light Infantry Division,
 

Brigadier Oeneral von Axt, with headquarters first at Kopri

vnloa and later at Vlrovitloa, which was protected by a
 

Croatian Army battalion.
 

Tho Plan of Operations
 

• Once the foreground had been cleared, the 54th Rifle
 

Regiment, which had been reinforced to four-battalion strength,
 

was to begin with the Ologoveo - Kris - Topolavao - Kapola -


Hampovioa - OJurgJevao seotor and then systematically to ocmb
 

the Bllo gora section by section with the aid of one battery
 

and one company of engineers. Croatian and Oerraan units were
 

to clear out tho foreground to the west and southwest and foroe
 

the partisans into the pooket formed by the rifle regiment*
 

The partisans were'to be driven from oil aides toward the
 

center of the Papuk range in aynohronizod movemonta* The
 

Koprlvnloa -'Vlrovltioa - DJakovo - Oaljok highway, north of
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the Ullo gora, and the' Zagreb - Ivaniograd - Novska - brod'
 

rail line, south of the range of wooded mountains, were to
 

serve as supply routes.
 

Results Aohleved
 

Since the hot was too widely meshed and the number of
 

troops too email, the partisans, after some initial re

sistance , esoaped encirclement in all directions through the
 

dense forest. Not a single partisan was oaught in the net,
 

and only surprised civilians wore taken prisoner. Sinoe the
 

oomblng operation was carried out in a single wave, it was
 

extremely easy for the partisans to re-assemble behind it*
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HQV/ THE 54TH RIblF. KF.QIMEMT PKKTOIiMED ITS MISSION
 

The regiment had boon assigned a' training battalion
 

and thus reinforced to four battalions* It was divided
 

into two groups, one of which was to form a oordon while
 

the other carried out the combing* The group designated
 

for the oombin^ operation carried light combat equipment
 

.and advanoed on a broad front at right anglod to the contour
 

of tho mountain chain, moving over the intervening hills to
 

the blocking line where its motorized train awaited it*
 

After the arrival of the oorabing unit, tho motorized block

ing unit swiftly movod ahead down the valley to t he new
 

blocking lino around tho next seotor. Exoesalve fatigue on
 

the part of either group was avoided by alternating these
 

assignments* The narrower sides of the seotor were closed
 

off by special detachments, which participated as noedod in
 

the Job of driving the partisans into the pocket* For the
 

combing operations, specifio routes and objootlveu were
 

assigned to the individual oompanles, which advanoed In a
 

dlreot lino on the ordered objectives with their flanks
 

secured. No thorough search of the combed region could be
 

mode, as the day's objective had to bo reached.and the number
 

of participating troops was not sufficient for such action.
 

There were gaps all over in the line, 'through which the par*
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tloans could slip out or in whloh they could hide until the
 

drive had passed*
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THS TACTICS Ob' TliK PARTISANS
 

At variouo villages on the perimeter of their area which
 

had already ceen organized as bases and contained supply de

pota, the partisans at first offered energetic resistance,
 

tactically well prepared but primitive in' respect to materiel*
 

The superior weapons of the V/ehrraaoht, especially the light
 

and medium mortars and heavy moonine ^unc, soon foroed the
 

partisans to give up combat. It seems that they originally
 

aimed at concentrating all their combat unltu in the Papuk
 

mountains, but when they saw that they were not equal to the
 

German troops in combat they limited themselves to blocking
 

pathfl in the mountains in order to delay the advance of ve

hioleo. Supply depots were camouflaged excellently, e.g., a
 

completely equipped surgical room was discovered in a vault
 

hidden under a dungheap. The German troops were eluded, and
 

when the center of the Papuk range had been encircled the
 

partisan units had already filtratea the encircling line and
 

had re-assembled in distant hideaways. The troops went to
 

great trouble to remove the road barriers and make the roads
 

passable. Zvecevo, the last mountain settlement, was found
 

abandoned when the German troops had- worked their way up to
 

it on the 15th of July. There was no trace of the enemy*
 

On the 18th, the trains were ready for the rail trans
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portation of the regiment to the Suloniki sootor in Greece.
 

The partiaana knew the deadline for the assembly of theao
 

transports several days before the oonolusion of the operat

ion and when moving out of their quarters in the Papuk in

formed the population that they would probably be back soon*
 

Their return was prompt, and all members of the civilian
 

population who had supported the German troops, even if suoh
 

support had been limited to billeting;, had to expeot reprisals
 

and therefore beoame unquestioning followers of the partisans
 

in order to escape worso consequences. •
 

With the withdrawal of the Wehrraaoht, the thirteen-day
 

operation collapsed. The German and Croatian troops who had
 

been committed returned to their stations, and the combod
 

territory was open for rooooupation by the partisans. It
 

remained impenetrable for German and Croatian troops, and
 

the population swore complete allogianoe to Tito* A great
 

expenditure of work, materiel, time and manpower had been
 

wasted.
 

At the conclusion of the Papuk operation, the Poglavnik
 

announced an amnesty for all Croats who had belonged to the
 

partisan movement, but this maneuver met with very little
 

success.
 

The Flaw in the Planning
 

Defensive action to prevent the reoccupation of the
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oombod areas by the partisans, an operation which was really
 

muoh more important, should have been prepared and executed
 

with the same oare with which the oombing operation was
 

planned and carried out* A separate polioe group of several
 

battalions should have followed the combat troops into the
 

partisan territory as it was combed. There they should have
 

permanently occupied the positions which the partisans had
 

held previously and hunted down the dispersed partisans*
 

What the Papule range had been for the partisans, it should
 

have beoome for their pursuers in anti-partisan combat. The
 

primitive artillery range and drill field which the partisans
 

had on the level plain atop the Papuk, an area which aotually
 

was very well suited for ouch purposes, should have beoome a
 

training ground for German and Croatian troops.
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TilE (JAPTUHK OP THE 610NAL COMMUNICATION PLATOON 01-' 

TltS 54TH K1FLE Hl-.aiI.JKUT AT P1VNICA ON 13 JUST 1945 
Cooe ttketah 3)
 

Coming froca Vorovltlcw during the Bilo jjora combing
 

operation, the headquarters ataff and ono battalion of the *
 

54th liifle Regiment had spent the night of 12/13 July in
 

Pivnica, Early on the 13th, tliia combat .force advanced to
 

Darivar. Th3 departure waa set for 0400, and the 227th Wehr^

macht Training Battalion, which had spent the night in Jaaonas,
 

was to occupy Pivnloa by 0430 hours. The regiment waited for
 

the arrival of the 227th Training Battalion in Plvnica and
 

departed at about 0440 houra* During the march, the regiment's
 

signal communication platoon, which contained about forty
 

German soldiers, removed tho telephone line which had been
 

laid to Darivor the day before. Hear&uard security was the
 

responsibility of a company of the battalion:, which company
 

had spent the night in Mali Pivnica. Just aa this company,
 

then about a kilometer from the signal communication platoon,
 

turned into the main road to Darivar, it was met by fire
 

oomlng from a strip of woods west of the road and forced to
 

take oover. At the sound of fighting, the 227th Training
 

Battalion deployed Infantry from Pivnioa against the strip
 



US it P-055b -32

of woods, but they also wore fired upon and were only able
 

to work their way forward slowly, Similar fire waa direoted
 

against the retiring regiment from a wooded stretch to the
 

southwest.
 

The signal .communication platoon, which was at work re

moving the telephone line in the intervening section, was over

run by the partisans. Some of them were killed and some, who
 

surrendered, were separated into groups to carry the signal
 

materiel. The horses were unharnessed and the wagons plundered
 

and set afire*
 

Fifteen or twenty minutes later the rifle fire slackened
 

and died away, and when the Herman forces reached the soene
 

of the surprise attack it was empty except for the burning
 

wagons and a few dead Herman soldiers who had beon stripped
 

of their uniforms and equipment. The partisan unit had dis

appeared with the booty and the prisoners in the direction of
 

Crnivrh. A small pursuit detachment found more dead German
 

soldiers in the forest and discontinued the ohaae.
 

What happened? The following explanation ia probables
 

One of the partisan units, whioh was withdrawing from the
 

fighting in the Bllo gora, tried to break through the German
 

lines and reaoh the Papuk massif* Unknown to the German, it
 

had spent the night of the 12th/l3th in and about Ivanovo Selo
 

and from there had stolen down to the road between Pivnloa and
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Daruvar in order to croaa it in the direotlon of Vooum at
 

the proper moment and so got into the Papuk mountains* To
 

cover their men while crossing the road, the partisans first
 

oooupled the edgea of the forest along the road and observed
 

the traffic upon it. When they realized that the signal pla

toon was buay removing the wire a without immediate protection,
 

they determined to attaok from the nearby woods and proceeded
 

to carry out the attaok in a masterly manner*
 

The success oT the surprise attaok can be attributed to
 

the quick decision and the daring of the partisan leader and
 

tho excellent teamwork of his followers. The attack was favored
 

by the terrain and the forest cover. Tho aounteraotion by the
 

numerically far superior German troops came too late. It
 

took too long for the marching battalion to halt, to recognize
 

the danger its signal platoon was in and to deploy for counter

action. The training battalion, whioh at first did not take the
 

•hooting oerioualy, lost a time' likewise* The rearguard com

pany, had evidently loitered. No German unit could.see the
 

spot where the attack took plaoe* It lasted twenty minutes
 

at the moat, and the partisans moved with catlike speed* The
 

village of Ivanovo Sel was burned to the ground*
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THS HOPJ'IW) UP OF THE FHUSKA (iOilA 3Y Tim 9TH S3 AMD 

POLICE REGIMENT aETOflEH 24 JULY AND 5 AUGUST 1043
 
(SQA Sketch 2)
 

In July 1943, the 9th SS and Police ttegiment, which was
 

partially motorized and had three battalions and supporting
 

arms, was quartered in Kuma and the surrounding villages with
 

the objective of combatting the partisans in .the lowlands of
 

the Save and the Fruska gora. The operation was directed by
 

the district commander of OsIJek, whose security servioe unit
 

had collected data and ascertained the names of supporters of
 

the partisan movement*
 

Various villages in the lowlands of the Save were known
 

to be infected by partisans and used as a protective soreen
 

for the crossing of the river. They and nearby forest areas
 

were surrounded and searched. Counteraction by the partisans
 

was slight and consisted for the most part of barriers plaoed
 

on the route of approach, whloh, due to the marshy terrain,
 

could not be easily bypassed. Most of these barrieru were not
 

defended but nevertheless caused a certain amount of delay.
 

There were only isolated oases of partisan fire from the woods*
 

All attempts to take the partisans by surprise failed,
 

and the population found time to flee into the swamps or
 

aoroaa the Save with their primitive possessions, only very
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old people, invalids and children remaining behind in the
 

villages. Small supply dumps Tell into the hands of the
 

troops.
 

After 31 July, the operation was diverted toward the
 

Fruska gora, on the ridge of which partisan combat units were
 

said to be staying in foreat camps and isolated farmhouses*
 

The regiment entered the first villages of the l-'rueka gora
 

on tho.Kuma side without meeting any resistance, but the
 

operation aiming at pocketing the partisans on,the ridge, .
 

which was staged on 1 August, proved a failure. The 1st
 

Battalion, which had been committed from the Kuma side, did
 

reach the inner encirclement ring on time, after putting
 

several snipers out of action and sufforlng loaaea in the
 

prooess, but the two motorized battalions oommitted to oarry
 

out the envelopment lost time beoause of road barriers and
 

o'ould make only incomplete contact with the 1st Battalion*
 

As had boon the case in the Papule, they, found an empty nest*
 

The partisans had slipped through the enoirolement lines in
 

small oandfl and had scattered about the Danube and Save
 

lowlands* •
 

Before any further pursuit NOf the partisans oould be
 

undertaken, the regiment reoelved orders to retire to Ogulin
 

in order to take over from the defecting Italians the pfoteot

ion of the Zagreb - Ogulin - Susak railroad in that region*
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There It waa trapped and only after aovaral woeka freed by
 

an 33 divlalon from the region around Karat, aouthoatst of
 

Trieato.
 

After the regiment hau retired from the Fruaka #ora#
 

the majority of the population fled from the nurrounding
 

village a and took refuse In uumu. The partisan bands, will oh
 

had reassembled quiokly, returned to the Fruaka gora and
 

took revenge on the property of the. ethnlo Germans, who had *
 

fled.
 

The police action ugalnat the Fruska ,3 or a suffered from
 

the same mistakes as the Wehrmaoht aotlon against the Bllo
 

gora and the Papuk. Both were able to report, "Mission
 

accomplished* ttegion oleared of guerillau. All reslstanoe
 

crushed. Our losses small, enemy loaaea heavy*w Later re

ports, however, established that the oombed area returned
 

to partisan hands after the troops had withdrawn and the
 

enemy loaves wore ohiefly Imprisoned clvilianu. As a logical
 

ooneequenoe of these supplementary reports, no further similar
 

operations were staged to combat tho partisans in Croatia*
 

By September 1945, the partisans felt so strong that they
 

took the offensive on all sides and foroed the Gorman troops
 

to go on the defensive* Then followed the period of attaoka
 

on outlying detachment a and acts1 of sabotage against' oorps
 

and lines of communication.
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ATTACft ON TiiK O/IKKIOOJN jj- CA31NCI 
Liketoh 4 & 2 ) 

^ ^  - T i m e . 

Late harvest, early 3epterabor 1943. V<eather warm;
 

alight showei'a at rare intervals*
 

situation
 

Combat units of the partisano were in tho Papuk and
 

in tho country adjaoont to it in the aoutheaot. The Croatian
 

government was In oontrol in Djakovo, Kaaioo and Pozo^a.
 

Traffic had oeen poaalble hitherto only within a clrcumaoribed
 

area and under armed escort* Occasionally the partisans con

trolled the traffic on the highways, and they intez'fered re

peatedly with tho tiarveatlns, carrying off into partisan
 

territory crops that were ready for transportation and burn

ing threshing machines* One German-Croatian polloe battalion
 

of three oorapanles was present in Djakovo, to which it had
 

been advanced from Osijek with the general mission of proteot

lng the harvest* Each company had two light machine guns and
 

a number of aub-machine guns* The men not so armed carried
 

rifles. The partisans had similar arms but not in equal
 

numbers. From Djakovo the police battalion detached one
 

company to Satnica, and this company sent a platoon to Cuain

ol at the request of « nember of the Croatian Parliament to
 

protect hie estate there*
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1'he platoon, conflicting of about fifty men, moved
 

into Caalnci and barricaded its quarters in the administrative
 

enclosure of the estate. It protected the field workers in
 

the oountryslde during the day and guarded the eatate at
 

night. On Saturday evening the quarters were fired at, and
 

the platoon apent the night ready for action within its de

fensive poaltiona. Sporadic surpriae fire was received dur

ing the night* A runner, who haa managed to Blip out at
 

night through an adjacent building, carried a report of the
 

situation to the company in iiatnlca, which started for
 

Gaainci at daybreak but came under fire at the boaut river,
 

where it found the bridge blown* At about 0000, by which time
 

the company had fought its way clear, stragglers from the
 

platoon In Oasinci met it and reported that their quarters
 

had caught fire early in the morning and that at the sumo
 

time the partisans had attacked from all aides. It had been
 

impossible for the platoon to remain in the burning building,
 

and the individual members attempted to make a break for lt«
 

At least 400 partisans were in the village*
 

The company thereupon returned to Sntnica, in order to
 

fend off a possible attaok on that village, arid then coramunl

oated with the battalion in DJakovo. The battalion had alert

ed its two other companies but did not dare to advance into
 

the countryside, because partisans had been reported in the
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vicinity of the road to Majar and the battalion reared
 

an attack upon DJakovo from this direction^ To the (Jatholio
 

battalion conwandor the Immediate protection of the admini

strative cantor and episcopal aoat aearced tha moat important
 

mission.
 

During the morning, a reconnaissance* patrol aont out by
 

the company in Satnicu in the direction of Casino1, in order
 

to brln£ in further survivors of the platoon which had boon
 

stationed there, confirmed tha fact that Caainci was still
 

oocupicd by strong partisan units* Inhabitants who had flod
 

from the village reported in Djakovo on Sunday afternoon
 

that the partisans, having taken alonj; all transportable
 

supplies and having destroyod the houao of the member of
 

parliament, had withdrawn to the mountains. The mornber of
 

parliament was with his family In Zagro& at the time. Only
 

twenty men of the platoon, including eight wounded, managed
 

to escape, some of thorn with the aid of the village inhabitants*
 

The battalion oomm^ndor, who was unablo to maroh booausa
 

of an attack of sciatica, was sentenced in Deoerabor to four
 

years' imprisonment by a 2.â reb 33 and Police court for fail

ing to take effective action with the two companies that were
 

in DJakovo to help the platoon in Caalnol. The Keloh Com

mander of the SS reversed the Judgment and demandod the death
 

sentence. Since the battalion commander had already been
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tranaportod to a ponal unit in Danzig, further proceedings 

continued there, and the f inal reault was nev&r known. 

A capturoU partisan order read as follows: 

Commander X i?'auoje, Friday, 0500 hours. 

Or dor 

1. On Sunday morniny the village of Caainci will be taken,
 
the polioe platoon stationed t lie re will b« destroyed ana the
 
harvest will be carried off.
 

2. The 1st battalion of the 43rd brigade will leave F'auoje
 
at 1500 on Saturday ana advance alon; forest trial3 to Gaslnoi
 
ao aa to surround tho quartern of the police platoon in the
 
estate at the edge of (Jaainci at dusk and seal off the village
 
of tJasinoi from the outside* Inhabitants will not be pormitt
ed to leave their houses and may a how no lights Window ahuttera
 
muat bo olosed. Patrols will maintain survoillanoa within the
 
village.
 

During the night harraaalng firo will bo cilreotad at the police
 
quarters, The attack v/ill cominonoo at dawn. The police quar
ters will bo burned to the ground.
 

3. Two companies of the 2d battalion, 4od brigade, will leave
 
Fauoje at 1400 on Saturday, advance alonj; forost trails and
 
arrive at the heights oetweon Uaalnoi and tho UJakovo - Majar
 
road by 1700 at tho lateat. They will there take up concealed
 
positions against Uaalnoi and the i>Jakovo - kajar road, break
outs from Casino 1 will bo prevented. ?lre will be opened on the
 
L>jakovo - Ma Jar road only if Gorman troops are moving on it.
 

4» The staff and two corapanie3 of the 2d battalion, 45d bri
gade, will covor tho village of Lovanjaka Varos from Saturday
 
evening at 1800 on*
 

5. Tho 5d battalion, 45a iiri^ade, will leave ^latinik at 1400
 
on Saturday- Two cowipanlos will be so deployed on the hilla
 
between the liosut river and tiraoevol that they will be able to
 
block the road'from ^latnioa - bracevoi in both directions aa
 
soon as German troop movomonta odour upon it. The battalion
 
fjtaff and two companies will reach tho heights wost of the
 
Boaut at the fall of dusk. German troop movements from DJakovo
 
will be met with Tire* Any advance toward Uascinoi will be
 
halted.
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G. The engineer corninand, 45d iiri^adfl, wi l l Join the advance
 
of the 3d liattalion atari' and fit 0300 Sunday wi l l blow up
 
the bridge over the boaut between ftatnioa and Caainoi.
 

7. The Cuainci operation .muot bo completed by 1000 tiunday.
 
DuOsequently tho country in tho dirootion of i'aucjo and
 
Slatinik wi l l be vacated. Wounded and vehiole« currying
 
booty w i l l travel by way of Levanjaka Varoa.
 

6. 1 shall accompany tha 1st battalion ua far as tho edge
 
of tho forest went of Ou^inoi. lioport wi l l be aent there
 
when the objectives directed have boon reached.
 

Death to the Usurpers I 

Long l ivo Tito , tho liberator of Croatia from the
 
foreigner!
 

xiomarico 

1. The Oenorasl ordor of the iioich Commander of the 1>3 

that no poat be withdrawn without his express approval pre

vented tho only pooolble solution, namely, the timely abandon

ment of Gaainoi. 

.a. Even energetic offorta to aid the platoon In Casinci 

would have been frustrated, aa the onomy waa too strong and 

his diapooition extremely good. Tho platoon was sacrificed 

uenlaasly. 

'6m Ho punitive expedition into the Papuk mountains was 

undertaken; the requisite foroea could not bo auuembl^d. 

4 . Caainoi waa the ^urolng point of the partisans war. 

Thereafter, the partisans, took the offensive and even attacked 
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iaoro strongly ^urriaonea placed wnich protrudod Inconveni

ently into taair territory und impedod their ateaay expansion.
 

xwo months later fierce fivhtln^ took place for Kasico, which
 

ohangod hands repeatedly.
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OH LWU 
(iloo iikfftohes 5 and 2) 

November 1045. The ; i i l o gora was occupied by p a r t i s a n s , 

many of when were a l s o In the lvanoicu mountains, whore they 

harai'uod the countrys ide bordering on A u s t r i a . Countermoaaures 

wor<* tukon by the 19tu S;» and Po l i c e Uegiment In Haribor (Mar

burg) , Austr ia* To p r o t e c t the communication l i n e V&raadin 

fcoprlvnica, u company of tieruuin-iJroatian po l l en was s t a t i o n e d 

in I^ud'oro^. Croatian aztny u n i t s and a s p e c i a l detachment of 

tho ooour i ty oerv ioe waro in Varuzdin, while Arizevoi was oocu

p led by a Croat ian ariny company. 

At 1600 hours , i t l/aa impoaaible t o ^et any connect ion 

whatever at Ludbrog on the s t a t e telephone system. The com

pany oommander sent a p a t r o l wi th repairmen in the d i r e c t i o n 

of Kpprivnioa t o d i s c o v e r the cause of the breakdown. They 

returned one and a ha l f hours l a t e r t o report that they had 

been f i r e d upon. At the samo t i m e , the Croatian gendarme 

pos t r e p o r t e d , "Part i sans from the reg ion of the KalniV moun

t a i n s are opera t ing In tho country around Ludbreg and have or 

dered tho popu la t ion t o withdraw i n t o t h e i r houses or l eave 

the l o c a l i t y . The gondarme post oannot maintain i t s p o s i t i o n 

and r e q u e s t s permiss ion t o j o i n tho Company." Permiss ion was 

q u i c k l y granted , and t h e company was a l e r t e d and s e a l e d o f f 
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the village. Partisans who had penetrated into it were
 

forced out* About midnight the situation become quiet, with
 

only alight combat aotivity on the periphery of the settlement*
 

The company was separated into groups, all of which set
 

out simultaneously and silently at 0^00 to effect the break

through in a surprise raov«. While security detachments ad

vanood laterally along the lieduja river, the mass of tho
 

oompany advanced in squad, moving in both directions along
 

the bank and the bed of the river until they wore beyond the
 

enoiroloment ring of the partisans* The company commander
 

had designated Koprivnica and Xricevoi as rallying points,
 

and the Croatian gendarmes, who were familiar with the region,
 

were distributed among the various groups* Tho whole oompany
 

reassembled at the rallying points during the next few days
 

after suffering only about fifteen casualties* Tho aotion of
 

tho company commander was approved by his superiors, sinoe ha
 

could not have held out till relnforoements arrived, owing to
 

lack of ammunition*
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THK DESTRUCTION OF THE QAIUUSOM QV CASMA
 
(360 Sketches 6 and 2)
 

Xn May 1944 the garrison of BJelovar oonaiated of one
 

Wehrmaoht training battalion and about 500 man attending tha
 

Croatian gendarmes training center, whioh was located there;
 

Advanoe units, stationed In a line Gudovac - Narta - Veliki
 

Severln - Sandrovao - Veliki Troistvo, were In constant oon

tact with partisan divisions from the Bilo gora. Those
 

companies of the gendarme school which had been advanoed to
 

Ordjevo and Grublano Polje in order to guard tree-felling
 

operations had to be recalled as they were in danger of being
 

out off* Several partisan combat units were in the Moslavaoka
 

mountains*
 

Altogether 700 men were stationed in G'asma, ocrape-sing
 

one battalion and a battery of the Croatian Army and a com

pany of the German-Croatian police, while Dugo Selo waa held
 

by a battalion staff and two companies of German-Croatian po

lice. The Zagreb - Sisak - Novska - Brod and Zagreb - Ivanio

grad - Novska rallrosds were strongly guarded by the German and
 

Croatian forces* Both lines were utilized only during day

light and under special precautions* There were minor attempts
 

at disturbance almost daily on both railway lines. The armed
 

escorts on the railway trains and with motor vehicle oolumni
 

were at least at company strength*
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At noon on Tuesday, the Garrison commander <">!' Casraa
 

reported by radio that strong partisan units had onclrolod
 

Caama and that ho was expecting an attack at any hour* he
 

urgently requested assistance. The afternoon brought another
 

oull for holp. ±'h6 attack had begun, and the partisans had
 

considerable numerical superiority and were well equipped.
 

Mortars were used by both sides. At the same time iijelovar
 

roported a revival of enemy combat activity, the railway se

curity headquarters at Sisak reported attacks on various
 

railway security detachments between Lekenlk and Slaak, and
 

the railway security headquarters at Ivaniograd reported
 

interruption of the railway stretch between Dugo Solo and
 

Ivanicgrad* Countemeasurea were underway, but for the time
 

being train oervioe was suspended*
 

To relieve Uasma the only available battalion of (Jerman-


Croatian police, including a heavy machine gun and a trenoh
 

mortar platoon, was alerted and dispatched in truck:/ from
 

2ag2»eb during tho night of Tuesday/Wednesday. It arrived in
 

Dugo Solo at 0600 and took along the battalion union was
 

stationed there* At the sane time, the garrison commander of
 

iijelovar was ordered to send support fran his command to
 

Casma as quickly as possible* SU Gruppenfuehrero ilammerhofer,
 

Hlmmler's representative, accompanied the battalion from
 

• Equivalent to brigadier general.
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Zagreb* Seourlty detaohrae.nte f e l t out the flanks enroute, 

and Klostar Ivanlo was reached around noon* fc'rom there on 

sniper fire waa received, and the advance cane t o a halt 

in the vil lage of Mali Ivanio because of tenacious partisan 

resistance* The fighting intensified in the v i l lage , and 

the aeourity detachments which had been sent out on both 

sides were attacked by strongly superior partisan forces 

and pressed back to the main unit, whloh was now also fired 

upon from the flanks* The Oruppenfuehrer now gave the order 

to break off the engagement and withdraw, which only a part 

of the oolumn suooeeded in doing before the approach of. dark* 

ness, with heavy losses in officers, enlisted men and vehicles* 

Caoma was taken by the partisans during the same night* 

Not a man of i t s garrison escaped. The reinforoement dotaola

ment from bjelovar, which was only of battalion strength, en

oountered strong rasistanoe noar Stefanje, against whloh i t 

could meke no headway* It therefore gave up the attempt to 

push forward to Casma* The Oruppenfuehrer's general staff 

officer oomputed the losses in and around Casraa at thirty-

five officers and more than ipoo men* Casma remained in 

partisan hands* 
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POUR SHQHT STOKIES 
(3ee Sketches 1 and 2) 

October 1943. To protect the 3arajevo area, one Qerman-

Croatlan pol ice company was sent to Travnik, one to Liostar 

and one to Hogatioa. These spots had r a i l communication* and 

the supply transports from Sarajevo wore accompanied by small 

e s c o r t s . The oompany commanders went to Sarajevo by r a i l every 

two or throe weeks to make t h e i r reports . In August 1943, 

the company commander, a middle-aged d i s t r i c t l ieutenant of 

the rural p o l i c e , in accordance with orders given by the 

d i s t r i c t commander, negotiated with a representative of the 

Chetnlks from tho nearby ^lat lbor plateau. The Chotnlks had 

promised t o aid in the f i^ht against the Tito partisans in 

the border region along the Drina r iver i f oertaln ammunition 

were del ivered to thorn. Naturally they wanted the ammunition 

f i r s t . The negot iat ions f a i l e d . Six weeks l a t e r , the l i e u t e 

nant was taken from the tra in by part isans at the Praca r a i l 

road s t a t i o n . A search party sent from ftogatlou found h i s 

naked oorps« on the same evening about two kilometers beyond 

the rai lroad s ta t ion* The tongue had been out out and the 

eytu put o u t . . I t oould not bo determined whether the c u l p r i t s 

where Chetniks or fo l lowers of T i t o . 

November 1943. The tra ining bat ta l ion , of the German 
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forcea stationed in Sid, which lay thirty kilometers south
 

of Vinkovci, had received now recruits four weeks before*
 

An ideal training field, a practically level pasture with
 

a clear line of vision of about 1200 meters, was situated
 

about one and a half kilometers from Sid on the road Sid 

Sot - Xlok# The field was intersected by an almost dry
 

ditoh, and on Its northern edge was a small woods. The
 

1st Company reached the field at 0730, sent a security pa

trol into the little strip of woods as on other days, stacked
 

ita weapons and prepared for early morning athletics* Sudden

ly a burst of machine gun fire coming across the field from
 

a distance of about GOO meters poured into the men, who were
 

in formation, killing five and injuring eight of them and
 

throwing the rest into oonfualon. Everyone first sought
 

shelter* The firing ooasod, and by the time the unit had
 

oolleoted and recovered ita weapons the two partisans who
 

had manned the light machine gun had reaohed the edge of the
 

woods, moving in a crouching position in the ditch, and had
 

'disappeared in the direction of the Fruska gora.
 

February 1944* The German-Croatian polloo company sent
 

from Zagreb to Velika Oorloa had reinforced the Croatian rural
 

police post in Buseveoo with a machine gun section. The sect

ion scoured the outpost area, looking for partisans, who had
 

appeared here in Isolated oases* Accompanied by hie, driver
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and two oaoorta, the company commander drove to Uuseveoo
 

every second or third doy. One day, while travelling at
 

high speed, they overtook three singing, slightly unsteady
 

Croats, who, although the horn was sounded, would not leave
 

the atroet and thus forced the driver to apply his brakes*
 

At this moment two shots were fired from some bushes quite
 

near to the street, instantly killing the dlstrlot lieutenant*
 

The ©noortine men, who had boon ready to fire, shot left and
 

right and the driver stepped on the gas* The three inebriates
 

had disappeared from the street. A few shots whistled behind
 

the vehicle without hitting it*
 

August 1944. The battle front had already roaohed Croatia'
 

in a line from Oaljok - Yukovar - Tuzla, and in the outpost
 

area of Zagreb south of the 3ave fire was occasionally opened
 

again in fights with partisans coming from the south and the
 

west. Partisans were also reported In the northerly mountain
 

slopes of the Zagrebacka gora, to the north of Zagreb* The
 

Seourlty Servloo had set up a praotloe range for light raaohine
 

guna end submachine £ur>8 in a valley near Vrapoe, five kilo-


met era west of Zagreb* On the road that led to the range
 

were various small suburbs and a number of villas soattered
 

about the countryside* At 1315 a Security Servioe passenger
 

oar, headed in the direotion of*the rifle range and occupied
 

by a driver, a commissioner and two technical sergeants, was
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stopped at a turn in the road. The commissioner was shot 

twice and the other oooupanto, with revolvers pointed at them, 

put up thdr hands* The two sergeants were taken to a nearby 

v l l l e , but the driver, who had been ordered to bring the oar 

to the front yard of the v i l l a , maneuvered himself free in 

reverse gear and was able to speed away in the dlreotion of 

Zagreb* In an on-the-spot investigation an iromediately alerted 

detai l of the Security Service established that the v i l la be

longed to a respectable Zagreo business man, who had installed 

in i t an old married couple as caretakers* That morning, se

veral men from one of the small vi l lages in the North had come 

to the oouple, had chatted and asked for lunch and then had 

gone down to the road* Apart from the caretakers the v i l l a 

was unocoupied at the time of the attack* It was burned to 

the ground and the old couple were removed to Zagreb. The 

two Security Service sergeants were never found* As soon as 

the car had esoaped the partisans departed with them into the 

mountains* 
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DftFKXS:-: AREAS 
(See Sketches 1 and 2) 

Dy the end of 1943, and in fact even before that, i t 

had become obvioua that the growth of the partisan movement 

in Croatia could not be stopped with the noana available. 

Extensive areaa were completely under partisan control. In 

the partisan territory in iioanla, trains were running and 

marketa were hold. Armament and equipment improved, aa tho 

Allies were supplying tho partisans by sea and by a i r . The 

f i rs t bombs from Allied planes hit Zagreb in the spring, and 

by tho summer of 1944 the partisans themselves had a small 

number of planes* The German theater of operations was 

narrowing perceptibly* 

The German Wehrmaoht. aupportod by the Croatian Army, 

directed al l i t s efforts toward protecting the Cllly - Zagreb 

iielgrade and the bred - Sarajevo and Vinkovoi - Oaijek ra i l 

connections, which were so Important for them* At the order 

of the Helen Commander of tho SS, the Gorman-Croatian police 

devoted themselves to the protection of tho region inhabited 

by ethnic Germans* Tho Croatian Army and tho Croatian mili

tary polioe attempted to keep the area around the larger c i t 

ies, above a l l around Zagreb, free of partisans* The body

guard of the Poglavnlk, a division of seleot men, and those 
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olasaes of trainees at tho iijolovor Gendarme School whioh
 

had graduated In May 194-1 w<?ro oommltted for this purpose.
 

T he bodyguard regularly patrolled the Zagrobaoka and Ivan

eloa mountain range3 and the ilalnlk maaalf and kept open the
 

communication line Zagreb - Vamzdin - iioprivnioa - ajelovar 

Zagreb* A German-Croatian police regiment proteotea the
 

Samobor region against action from tho Qorjanoi mountains*
 

There were further control ^roupo in Slack, hrv. Koatainlca,
 

Kov3ka, Gradiaka and arod, while iianja Luka way heavily
 

garrlsonod by unita of the Croatian Army and of the German*
 

Croatian police. In Syrmla, the Oaljek - Vinkovol - Kuma -


Petro - Varazdln region wan held. The security zones in
 

Bosnia were around Tuzla and Sarajevo*
 

The Gorman and Croatian ocrabat units were on the defen

sive everywhere. Their.food supplies wero running low and
 

Croatian desertions inareasad. The Croatian population was
 

reserved and at times even hostile in its attitude. The
 

othnlo Germans began to fear for their lives and met the
 

situation by choosing the unoortain fate of evacuees in the
 

Reion.
 

Defenalve ^eaauros
 

Along the railway lines, especially at bridges, oonorete
 

guard towers were constructed and manned by strong guard units
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whloh kept the vicinity under observation, patrolled as far
 

as the next guard tower, ropalrod minor damages and mutually
 

supported one another- In the larger railroad stations,
 

emoryenoy trains with technical personnel aboard were kept
 

ready to move.
 

On both tilde a of the traoks, the terrain was cleared of
 

all growth to a distance of 100 meters, and two empty lumber
 

flatoars were ooupled before the locomotives of trains travell

ing on those stz'etohea in order to explode possible mines
 

without danger to the train itself* Damaged oars were un

coupled on tho open way and tipped over the railway embank

ment. At the end of tho train was a oar equipped with an antl

airoraft gun to ward off low flying airplanes. Kaoh train
 

was commanded by the senior officer present and each manned
 

oar'by the senior KCO. If the train was attacked by pianos
 

or oame under fire, all personnel took cover loft and right,
 

prepared to open fire. Only after the railway patrol reported
 

that the line was safe, did the trains oontlnue from station
 

to station* All passengers were instructed as to their con

duct before the trip, and an inspector of the railway patrol
 

had oommand authority for all security measures*
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(See o/wotohea 2 and 7 ) 

Partinnn detachments from tho Papuk ^orjo hod occuplod 

the l oca l i t i e s of Pad&orao, Nasico and Farloanol in a sur

prise advance in June 1044 and had thua severed communicat

ions botweon Oaijek and Virovitioa. To relievo the three 

towns, too following forcea were oommlttad from the Ouijek 

area: 

The 3d German-Croatian Polioe heglment, with one 

company of en£in«aro and a horae-drawn battery of four 77 ram 

f i e ld gun3« 

The 1st Battalion of the 4th Police Hefjiraont, which 

was stationed in DJakovo. 

One and one-half Croatian army battalions stationed 

in Virovitioa, which wero reinforced with two oX'ficera and 

aixty men from tho gendarme training school in J-Jelovar, 

On Tuesday, the following march objectives had be*n 

attained: 

The main column, with the 1st and 2d Battalions of 

the 3d Regiment, the company of engineers and two f ie ld guns 

.had reached tho vi l lages of Prandanovcl and Koska. The 

vi l lages of £lzovao and Valpovo were free of partisans* 

The f i r s t ooluran on tue l e f t , consisting of the 3d 
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Battalion of the 3d Polio* Heglmont and two guns, had reached 

the vil lage of Poganovci. 

The detaohment from Vlrovitica had reaohcd the 

vil lage of Mlkloa and Caolnol. 

The operational objectives for v.edneaday were ao follows! 

The naln ooluuin was to advanoe through breznioa 

within combat range of Naaloo. 

The attack on Naaloo was to be launohed at dawn on 

Thursday. 

The f i r s t oolunin on the le f t wan to advance through 

3udimcl to Pod^orao, which was to be taken on Thursday morning 

at the l a t e s t . 

Operating in tho Jircoevi region, the seoond column 

on the l e f t , consisting of the 1st Battalion of the 4th 

Police Hegiment from DJakovo, was to cover the attack of the 

3d iiattallon of the 3d Police He^lment on Podgorao. 

The detachment from Virovltlca was to occupy 

Fericancl. 

The operations pro^reoaed moro or less acdordin^ to 

plan* Ferloanoi and Podgorao we20 taken on Wednesday ovening 

after i n i t i a l re&lfltanoe, but the resistance In Kasloe on 

Thursday was obstinate and abated only after the flank ooluras, 

advanoing from Podgorao and Foricanoi, joined in the. fighting 

during the course of the afternoon* At about 1600, ahook 



Mo 4 P-05SU -57

ooluma of the lat and 2d battalions or the 3d Police ueglraent, 

covered by the supportln,j fire of heavy maohino ^un platoons 

whioh had been brought up to within 400 yarda, penetrated into 

tho town on both sides of tho road Breznioa-Iiaaioe • The parti

sans fled into the nearby woods in the direction of Oradlate• 

Masloo waa searched, security detachments advanced into the 

oountrysido toward tho i'apuk gorjo and tho outskirts of the 

vi l lage were prepared for defense against night attacks* 

i'or protection against counter-attneka, the following 

forceu remained in the areas 

In Naslco, the 3d Police Ko&lmont - minus i t s 3d 

battalion, the company of engineera, the battery, the platoon 

from the Croatian Gendarme 3ohool at iijelovar. 

In the Orahovica - l''arioanoi - 2demi region, one 

Croatian army battalion from Vlrovltlca* 

Xn ^od^orao, the 3d battalion of tho 3d Police Regi

ment • 

In DJakovo, tho 1st battalion of the 4th ilegiment* 

All units wore directed to protect tho harvesting 

ac t iv i t i e s of the population* Tho assignment was d i f f icul t 

and heavy casualties were suffered as a rosult of the ac t iv i t i e s 

of snipers* Surprise firo from small groups oomin& out of the 

Papuk gorje kept the security detachments on the alert day and 

night* 
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The events in Rumania made it necessary to defend the 

Vukovar - Petro Vurnzdin - Zemun-Iiol^rado sector of tho right 

bank of the iDanubo. The 3d Police Regiment was oommittod for 

this purpose and had to leave the Naaloe dis t r ic t , i ts duties 

being taken over by Croatian army units and the 1st iiattalion 

of the 4til Police Iteglmont. At the end of August, the parti

sans reoonquered Naaioo after a battle lasting three days* 

The survivors of tho ovorpowored garrison tried to break out 

on the third night* Of trie sixty personnel of the Croatian 

gendarme detachment from bjelovar, one offloor and olx men 

returned. 
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KVEM bANJA LUKA PrtOV^S IMPOSSlbLE! TO HOLD 
(£oo Sketch 2) 

Danja Luka was intended as the scat of the Croatian 

government, and const ruct ion work on two government bu i ld ings , 

a bank and a largo hotol had been completed. I t was a town 

of aorae 5,000-7,000 inhab i t an t s , many of whom were Moolorna. 

On p rec ip i tous c l i f f s above the Vrbaa River was an old 

Turkish o l t ade l with bas t ions and a c l ea r f i e ld of f i r e 

extending from 150 t o 200 meters a l l around* The old sec t ion 

of the c i ty was of puro Turkish character and hod numerous 

bazaars and mosques. Sections of the narrow gauge railway 

t o Prl jodor - Dos* Novl had ceased oporating in August 1943, 

and a l l t r a f f i o took plaoe on the Okuoani - Stara Oradiska -

Banja Luka road. To the r i g h t and l e f t of t h i s road, as f a r 

aa the Vrbas, were f lour i sh ing v i l l age s inhabited by ethnio 

Germans, which were protected by a b a t t a l i o n of Qorman-Croatiaa 

p o l i c e . Another company of tferraan-Croatian pol ice waa in the 

c i t a d e l and a b a t t a l i o n of Croatian mountain infantry in the 

o l t y . Wooded h i l l s surrounded Banja Luka t o the northweot, 

west , south and e a a t , and behind these h i l l s lay so l id p a r t i 

san terr i tory. 

Bunja Luka was a bottle nook. The oity had to be held 

to maintain Croatian prestige. Patrols In the vicinity and 
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as far away as tfrijedor, whore a Croatian army unit was
 

stationed, kept tho oountryaiae rolutlvely safe. Alter
 

several small attacks on buwja Luka had been repulsed, oom

bat aotlvity around the town lnoreaaad in May 1944, oouplod
 

with incondiary aotlona in tha ethnic Gorman villages* A
 

major offensive was expeoted, and reinforcements were made
 

ready, before they were ready to march, the partisans took
 

banja Luka under artillery l'lre from poaitlona in the hills
 

and launched a major attack* All approaches to tianja Luka
 

woro blocked. Nevertheless, three doys passed before the
 

purtiaana suooeeded in occupying tho town* Tha garrison
 

withdrew into the citadol ana held out there for another
 

two days until relnforoeme;*ts, oomposed of German and Croatian
 

army aetachiionta supported by artillery, mortars and planes,
 

could £ro& tho town, relieve the garrison in the oltadal And
 

force the partisans back into the mountains. In this fighting,
 

bri^adefuehror von Summern, who was district commander of
 

Oaijek, was killed as a rosulc of a direct artillery hit on
 

hia command post*
 

Tho relnforoement remained in"ttanja Luka for four weeks.
 

Then they, wore urgently needed elsewhere and withdrawn. The
 

attacks on banja Luka recommenoed immediately* Under tbe
 

preeauro of these attaoks, Banja Luka was finally evacuated
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and the troops of i t  s garriaon employed In protecting tha 

Slaak - Dublea - Move Qradlska railway line* The ethnio 

German population of the vil lages along the banjo LUka - Boa. 

Oradlaka road wore evacuated to Germany and Austria* 

October 1944 (3OQ Sketch 1) 

The Balkan front was collapsing* Rumania had been lost 

in August 1944* Greaoe had to be abandoned and the German 

troopa which had been committed there fought their way 

laboriously through the high mountain chain botwoon the 

Serbian and Albanian-Montenegrin areas to the bridges over 

the Drina itlver. The way through iJel&rado was barred, but 

to the oast or Sarajevo an S3 oorps held the Drina crossing 

open- The German Array of Orosoe heavily dragged i t s way 

through Croatia to an assembly area in Austria, and behind 

i t the battlefront advanced to a lino iiudapect - Vukovar -

Drina River. Dubrovnlk (Itagusaa) and Moatar wore evacuated* 

Partisan units took ov*r sectors of the frontlines in Croatia, 

and on<» Russian oorps sufflood to support the slowly advancing 

front» 

About 100,000 men wero under arms on the German side in 

Croatia, more .than two-thirds of them employod in protecting 

tha communication l ines and area's bohlnd the battlefront against 

the partisans• Although at f i r s t only one-fifth of the auto

nomous 3tato of Croatia was in the hands of the Al l i e s , hardly 
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one-tonth of what 'remained WQO under relatively secure oon

trol, by the Geman^ thanka to partisan act iv i ty . This one-

tenth of Croatlu tied down the remnants of the army thut had 

retired from Uorbia under Oonoralobo^t von Weiehs* who, with 

hia staff, had constructed air raid shelters in the Croatian 

Ministry of Health building in Zagreb* 

The main enemy drive was dlreoted from Budapest to 

Vienna. Croatia waa no longer of intercut to the Al l i e s , ac 

the German f orooo tied up there were an enoiroled army, whos« 

surrender oould be awaited without neoeuoitatin^ any special 

oaorlfioes. These Oorman foroon were also subjsot to Hitler's 

order not to yield a foot of ground, but sooner or later they 

would be completely out off and would collapse. 

Tito was the victor In Croatia. Aa his reward he re

quested and received authorization to organize Yugoslavia un

der his own rule* He had learned his lesson from what had 

happened to Uuraania. Tito is a communist, but he iti also 

a Croatian Yugoslav. His counterpart. Ante Pavelio, firmly 

maintains hl» Croatian nationalism in Argentina and carefully 

fosters his relations with those Ustashaa who have emigrated 

to the West. 

# Equivalent to f u l l general. 
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No decisive suooess resulted from the anti-partisan
 

action in Croatia* It did not lead to the suppression of the
 

partisan movement, and yet thia very suppression should have
 

been the major objective in Croatia were to be enabled to de

velop healthily.
 

Since thia objective, the eradication of the partisan
 

movement was not achieved in aplte of the fact that in 1943
 

a large proportion of the population was quite ready to
 

aupport a promising campaign against the partisans, anti-


partisan operations had to bo limited to warding off Inter

ference with the supply lines to the front and tho communi

cations zone* The Germans tried to carry out this taak both
 

by offensive and defensive measures, but the course of the war
 

on the eastern front forced them in 1944 to restrlot thamaelvea
 

to defonalvo action and brought about the gradual collapse of
 

all anti-partisan warfare*
 

Despite thia logical courso of events, the following
 

lessons oan be drawn from this chapter of the wart
 

1« Compromises result in half measures* The German
 

regular polioft, who wore commissioned to activate a Oerman-


Croatian police foroo, were taken by surprise when given thia
 

task* Experienoe had admittedly been gained in Poland, in
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Ruaaia and also in the rest of Yugoslavia, but conditions
 

in Croatia had a different aspect*
 

The polioe organizations in the oooupied eaotern terri

tories were executive agencies of the German administrative
 

bodies whioh had been set up there. Their focal point was
 

the cities, where the majority of the German police really
 

were needed* To combat the partiap.no, specific SS- and Polloe
 

regiments were activated and committed*
 

Croatia, on the other hand, was an allied land* It
 

willingly changed from Italian to German supervision, sinoe
 

it felt that It would receive more effective aid from the
 

Germans in establishing its own government than it had re

ceived from the Italians* When German supervision began,
 

the autonomous State of Croatia already had its own Croatian
 

administration and, in the rural polioe and city police, its
 

own executive agencies, to support which Ustasha foroes atood
 

ready*
 

For tho German-Croatian polloe organization, whioh nad
 

to be newly activated, the right thing therefore would have
 

been to assume those missions whioh Croatian agenoles were
 

not capable of handling, namely, anti-partisan activities.
 

The organisation should have been shaped specifically for
 

this purpose* Instead, the organization of the German polioe
 

In Croatia was a compromise based on the normal purpose of. a
 

http:partiap.no


M3 # P-055b -65

police fore . , the protection, on the one hand, of the peace- , 

ful ae^ment of the population and, on the other, the wartime 

necea; ity of offensive action against partisans in Croatia 

and their eradication if possible. In the activation stage, 

the idea of the protective function led to the scattering of 

the police force in small units and at places where Croatian 

rural police had already been committed for the same purpose, 

thereby restricting them to defensive missions* 

2 . Well directed partisan movements are like a cancerous 

growth. Once they are recognised aa such, radical counter

measures must be taken* If the fight is limited'to tho mere 

amputation of a few odd tentacles , the growth wi l l oontinue 

to spread rapidly and sooner or later wil l destroy the at

tacked organism* 

It was only gradually recognised that Tito's partisans 

had a unified leadership, under which thny worked toward & 

positive goal* The central authorities in itorlln very un

wil l ingly and hesitantly accepted this faot. It did not f i t 

into the overall pioture desired by top o iroles . Under the 

influence of the decisive defeats on tho eastern front, Berlin 

f i r s t took the viewpoint that the situation in Croatia was ' 

being exaggerated. Nonetheless, in order to do something, 

the National Department of Security sent S3 Obergruppecifuehrer 
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von der Uaoh-Zalewaicitt, the newly-appolntad Inspector General 

for Partisan Operation, to Croatia* he spent two days re

ceiving voluminous reports and then gave it as hia opinion 

that, compared with the eastern front, fighting the partisans 

in Croatia waa childfa play, pointing out that the partisans 

nevor made a stand but ran away whonovfir they were energati

oally attacked, i t waa the only visit that von der liaoh-

Zalewoki paid Croatia, but the consequences of his report 

were that the oentrul authorities in itorlln only most re

luctantly and hesitatingly recognized the unaultablllty of 

the init ial organization* When the formation of mobile police 

regiments was finally approved, much valuable timo had tieen 

lost* 

5* In 19413 the participation of the Wehrmucht in com

batting the partisans consisted of relief operations, which 

aimed at ardaohieved a temporary alleviation of the over-all 

situation but woro unsatisfactory in their ultimate result 

because stops to establish the lasting security of the region 

gained in combat did not follow, 30 that the partisans were 

able to reoooupy these territories in a very short space of 

time and exercise increased pressure on the population* 

The objective of every operation against a region that la 

already under partisan control must be to secure this region 

*Lieutenant general of the 3S* 
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permanently against partisan activity• A well-considered,
 

limited objective is a outegorlo prerequisite for success*
 

To aim at too much with weak forces loada to tho dissipation
 

of the forces, useless sacrifices and failure•
 

The mission ia not completely fulfilled when a partisan
 

diatriot has bean combed and resistance broken; it is at
 

this point that tho more difficult part of tha job commences*
 

The partisans must be prevented from reassembling in their
 

old hideouts and resuming their earlier activity. The beat
 

means to force the partifjana out of their old resorts is to
 

occupy the resorts and thus undermine their previous position
 

from the inside* If this succeeds, they soon lose organized
 

control and striking power. The majority of the partisans
 

were men who had been recruited compulsorily from the immediate
 

vicinity* If the partisans permanently lost a focal region,
 

many of these members reverted to peaceful village life.
 

Small detachments and individuals oould have been hunted
 

down by special units, and the population would have parti

olpated in this hunt, just as they supported the advanoes
 

into partisan territory as long as they oould hope that the
 

Germans would remain in the raided area*
 

, 4.0 Just ao is the oase with air defense and ohemical
 

warfare, anti-partisan action is a speoifio field within the
 

overall oonduot of war* It requires oo-operation between the
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armed forces, the police and the national administration
 

in the country affected. The sooner aysternatio work begins,
 

the greater will be the chancea of success. The necessary
 

collaboration must be securely organised before partisan
 

battalions are formed.
 

Since partisans .ppear only in occupied territories, it
 

is advisable to organize a planning staff for the respective
 

territory before it is occupied. The preparatory duties of
 

this body would be to oolleot reports, to investigate local
 

conditions and to make available the necessary tactical units.
 

Upon occupation of the territory, this staff must take all
 

measures to combat partisans and to execute these measures
 

until the final objcotlve inhabiting the territory* The Oer

raan general aoorodlted to the government in Zagreb was not given
 

enough authority, and the Armeogruppe* in Belgrade had more
 

pressing problems*
 

5* Tho peculiar nature of partisan warfare require© the
 

following organizational arrangements:
 

a. A qulokly and reliably functioning communication
 

net to oolleot and evaluate reports from the troops committed
 

to action, from the administration that had been set up and
 

from tho threatened population, and to supplement theae re-


porte by information gathered through its own channels.
 

#  A reinforced corps.
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b* 3poolul troops ̂ a^dtruppenj? whloh oan be
 

thrown into the threatened area at the first sign of partisan
 

activity. Theae troops do not require a long period of mill-*
 

tary training but are moat effective if they equal or if
 

possible exofll the partisans in mobility, self-sufficiency,
 

camouflaging ability and instinct* Members of the indigenous
 

population aro useful, since they have basic similarities
 

with the partisans in many reopeotc and aro familiar with the
 

looolity. The weapons and equipment of theae troops should be
 

as light as possible*
 

c* A well trained and well equipped motorized ooa

bat foroe, to break resistance. This force must be so organ

ized that it can be used effectively even in very small units*
 

Often only a machine gun nest will block a road or prevent
 

the removal of a rood obstaole, and a small detaohment with
 

one or two guns and a section of engineers, accompanying the
 

advance /juard of a oulumn, will cuff ice for t he speedy removal
 

of such blocks* Paok animals are useful for operations in
 

mountainous territory4 Instead of pack animals, the parti-


sons used prisoners of war and the civilian population, in

cluding women and children*
 

6. If the German-Croatian police were to have fulfilled
 

the mission listed under 5,b, above, the gendarmo and police
 



MS // P-055b -69

b* Speolul troops /JagdtrupyonJ which oan be
 

thrown into the threatened area at the first sign of port loan
 

aotivity. Theae troops do not require a long period of mili

tary training but are moat effeotlve if they equal or if
 

possible exool the partisans in mobility, self-sufficiency,
 

camouflaging ability and instinct. Members of the indigenous
 

population arc useful, since they have basic similarities
 

with the partisans in many respects and are familiar with the
 

locality• The weapons and equipment of these troops should be
 

as light as possible*
 

c* A well trained and well equipped motorized ooa

bat force, to break resistance. This foroo must be so organ

ized that it oan be used effectively oven in very small units*
 

Often only a machine gun nest will block a road or prevent
 

the removal of a road obstacle, and a small detaohment with
 

one or two guns and a section of engineers, accompanying the
 

advance /juard of a oulumn, will suffice for t he speedy removal
 

of such blocks* Paok animals are useful for operations in
 

mountainous territory4 Instead of pack animals, the parti

sans used prisoners of war and the oivillan population, in

cluding women and children*
 

6* Xf the German-Croatian police were to have fulfilled
 

the mission listed under 5,b, above, the gendarme and police
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offloero and sergeants arriving from Germany In batches, as 

well as the nowly-roorultod Croatian personnel, ahould not 

have bron distributed amon,̂  polio* companion whioh wore per

forming sentry duty or amon̂  even smaller units, but rather 

should have been held together in a polion training battalion. 

The compact battalion unit la the bent guarantee that the 

training objective wi l l be attained. The battalion commander 

can completely devote hlmaelf to this task in dally co-operat

ion with the companion.. The battalion typo unit alao makes 

possible a much bettor ut i l izat ion of time, alnco tb<* aeourity 

and labor services scarcely require more poraonnol for a 

whole battalion than for a single company. 

7 . Onoo training battalions have been assembled at the 

headquarters centers, they must be transferred to nowly 

cleared partisan territory, the &roon troopa from the very 

outset must Qdjuot themselves completely to the peculiarit ies 
1 partisan warfare, even if there is no immediate danger* 

The sooner ^rean troopa abaorb the instinctive awarenwss of 

danger that i s a feature of partisan proximity, the sooner 

wi l l they bo serviceable for off«naive partisan combat• 

8 . Tho characteristics essential in troops whose Job 

la to combat and eradicate partisans are frugality, readiness 

for action at short notice, resouroofulnesa in forest and 

mountain areas and readiness to engage in man-to-man oombat* 
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The best training aroa la the danger zonej the beat train

ing medium is danger.
 

Training muat begin with safeguarding of billets, super

vision of the immediate vicinity, sotting of traps and am

bushes, exercises in feinting movements and large-soale
 

patrols to track down partisan hide-outs. The first thing to
 

be practiced is proficiency in what will be essential in this
 

type of work* formal training, to which the Go m a n UQ 0 in
 

partial as rerainiaoent of his own peacetime training, should
 

take a position of secondary importance. /£aps in the train

ing will be gradually eliminated. In this type of training,
 

individual casualties during the instruction period roust be
 

aooepted as an unavoidable hazard. Lack of supply trains ,
 

and primitive quarters in temporary billets of blvouaoks
 

should be the normal form of life for these troops* Offloors
 

and NCO's who oan not adapt themselves to such a guerilla-


like existence must be culled out ruthlessly.
 

Excellent rations must compensate for other privations,
 

and recreation and relaxation under urban conditions must be
 

provided at regular intervals* Through remaining in the
 

danger zone, a green unit of this type will develop initially
 

into what might be oalled a forest ranger oorps /vTaldaufklae

rungskorp^. Its transformation into a disciplined aervioo
 

unit, so far as outward appearance is concerned, must be
 

reversed for the recreational sojourns in the city*
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It ahould not bo felt that such a life Is too much
 

to be expected of green troopa. It would have succeeded
 

in Croatia. The majority of tha Croatian personnel was
 

already familiar with auoh a life in one forn or another.
 

It was new only to the majority of the German leaders. How

ever, what the partiaana managed the troopa committed to com

bat them should alao have been able to accomplish. There
 

were officers araon^ the rural police who were fitted for
 

such aotivlty. Selection should not have been based on
 

seniority* In addition, there should have been a versatile
 

training Inspector, thoroughly conversant with exist in/3 con

ditions, who would not m«*rsly have Inspected but rather would
 

have shared the life of such a battalion for three or four
 

days at & time, and issued no written orders but rather ad

vised the battalion commander. There would have been certain
 

difficulties to surmount, especially in reapnot to supply
 

and administration, but they v/ould have been no greater than
 

in a front sector. Placed in a position where they are com

pelled to fend for themselves, Qreen troops will learn in
 

four weeks things that they never learn in city garrisons, or
 

learn only when their post is surrounded and they are anni

hilated in their first battle.
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THE BILO COflA OPERATION AS A TEST CASE 

Sketch 2) 

After troops in the strength of a Wehrmaoht division
 

had been mobilized for tho penetration assault on the Bilo
 

gora and the Fapuk, the operation should have been sxeouted
 

not as a relief but rather as a mopping up action. ISeoldea
 

the military measures, the preparations for the operation
 

should have included plans to insure that onoo partisan re

sistance had been overcome the territory covered would not
 

again fall into partisan hands* Effective combat units
 

should have be*n left in the operations zone until it was
 

sufficiently seoured agalnnt immediate rooccupation by the
 

partisans*
 

The previous protective system for the outlying village*
 

around the operations zone should have been abandoned tempo

rarily, and all available companioa of the QermarwCroatian
 

police should have been consolidated in battalions, which
 

should have been transferred to the partisan quarters in the
 

Bilo gora and the Papuk. Adequate numbera of troops could
 

have been spared for auoh an occupation* Tho German-Croatian
 

police even at the beginning of the operation numbered some
 

10,000 men. If wo assume that a-training regiment would have
 

oontained three battalions, each battalion having four com
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.jpaniea of 120 - 130 riflemon, every man armed with either
 

ft rifle or a submachine gun, two regiments would have re

quired fewer then 3500 officers and men. Sinoe recruiting
 

in Croatia progressed quickly, this commitment would have
 

been offset by replacements in two months at the moat*
 

One regiment could have been activated from the district
 

of Zagreb and could have established itself in the villages
 

of Zrinsky, Plsanloa veliki and Pisanioa mail. The other re*
 

giment would have had to be assembled from the garrisons of
 

the Osijek district and billeted in the Papuk mountains, the
 

terrain on the Papuk plateau being ideally suited for a troop
 

drill ground and artillery range* To activate the two regi

ments would have called for a masterpiece of improvisation*
 

This necessity would not have arisen if, from the outset,
 

new recruits had been retained in training battalions instead
 

of bo ing distributed among the detached companies, v/here their
 

effectiveness waa blunted in training and labor services*
 

A commander should have been appointed to control all
 

units which remained in the combed area bo dislodge the par

tisans, and his mission would have been, with a large degroe
 

of independence, to take all suitable- measures to prevent
 

reoccupation of the area by the partisans* Any looality and
 

region in which the formation of a new partisan nucleus waa
 

reported should have been ocoupied immediately by a sufficiently
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atrong troop unit and an interrogation ^roup of the 3i> ao

curity service, whioh oould th«n have be«n withdrawn in a 

relatively short while. During this time, food and so forth 

could have boen requisitioned loca l ly . 

Further Plana 

With the tfllo gora and Papuk secured, the clearance of 

the Uoslavaoka ^ora and the Pounjo would no longer have bean 

very d i f f i c u l t . Uow polloo training battalions would have 

had to be sent up to thia area* The Fruaka &ora was likewise 

a minor objective* i f the unification of the partisan forces 

hod boon prevented permanently in theso areaa, the entire 

region between the Drava and the Save to a great extent would 

have been fliocura agalnat partisan influence. Availablo forces 

would have had to mop up the ^ave 1owlandu and establish 

themselves as a barrier before the Bosnian mountains. The 

clearing of the00 mountains required separate plans based on 

new premises* 

Tho Croatian Population 

The treatment of tho native population required careful 

oonaldo'ratlon. The inhabitants of the villagea along the 

borders of partisan territory received l i t t l e protection from 

tho Gorman-Croatian police uni ts . If thoy temporarily 

a uo a urn bed to partisan influence, this was a condoquenoe of 



WS ^ P-055b -76« 

their defenseleflsness* The population within the partisan 

territory auocmubod to absolute oooroion. To regard them 

col lect ively aa criminal partners o£ the partisans was 

neither just nor wise* 

/ a  / Karl Ualaser 
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